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• Prepared in accordance with the 

Strategy for the Future Development 

of National and Regional Greenways 

published by the Department of 

Transport Tourism and Sport (DTTAS) 

in July 2018

CODE OF BEST 

PRACTICE
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• Outlines arrangements and procedures 

for delivering National and Regional 

Greenways. 

• Deal with the implementation of the 

land acquisition process. 

• Protect the interests of the landowners 

in a fair and equitable manner.

• Provide a guide to the process involved 

in planning, designing and constructing  

greenways.

THE CODE AIMS TO…
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Public consultation will inform project 

development at four key stages: 

1. Scheme Study Area Public 

Consultation 

2. Route Corridor Options Public 

Consultation

3. Preferred Route Corridor Public 

Consultation

4. Preferred Route Consultations with 

individual landowners

2.2 – 2.4

PUBLIC CONSULTATION



7

2.5

GUIDE TO PROCESS
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2.5

GUIDE TO PROCESS

Constraints Study

Route Corridor Options

Preferred Route Corridor

Preferred Route

Preliminary Design

Environmental Evaluation

Application to An Bord Pleanála

Oral Hearing

ABP Decision

Construction of Greenway
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2.6

LANDOWNER ENGAGEMENT
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2.6

LANDOWNER ENGAGEMENT

Minimise severance by following perimeter of 

farms/field boundaries where possible
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Minimise severance



Between farm boundaries 



Along farm boundary adjacent to local road



On State owned lands
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3.1.1 PLO’s will discuss Scheme 

Development and process

3.1.2 Project promoter will engage 

project agronomists.

3.1.3 The project promoter will 

indemnify the landowner against 

all actions, claims and demands.

3.1.4 Property owners may claim for one 

set of professional fees and costs:

3.1

GENERAL PROVISIONS

• Solicitor’s costs for the conveyancing.

• Farmer Agronomist / Property Advisor 

professional fees.

• Other professional fees necessary 

once agreed in advance with the 

project promoter.
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3.1.5 Advance Works

3.1.6 Commencement of Works

3.1.7 Supervision of Works

3.1.8 Reinstatement of 

Temporary Works Area

3.1.9 Animal Disease

3.1.10 Invasive Species and 

Noxious Plants

3.1.11 Dept of Agriculture / EU 

Schemes

3.1.12 Countryside Issues

3.1.13 Public Facilities

3.1

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

(cont.)
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3.2

ACCOMMODATION WORKS

3.2.1

General Provisions

Accommodation works will be carried out  to 

mitigate impacts of the Greenway. 

An accommodation works schedule will be 

agreed upon.

Severed lands will have appropriate access 

arrangements. 
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3.2 

ACCOMMODATION WORKS

3.2.1 General Provisions

Accommodation works will be carried 

out  to mitigate impacts of the 

Greenway. 

An accommodation works schedule 

will be agreed upon.

Severed lands will have appropriate 

access arrangements. 

3.2.2 

Mediation 

In the absence of agreement on 

accommodation works a mediation board will 

be set up to seek a solution. 

The board will have a representative from the 

landowner, a representative from the project 

promoters and an independent mediator. 
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3.2.3 Fencing/Boundary Treatment

3.2.4 Farm Crossings

3.2.5 Private Roads

3.2.6 Underpasses

3.2.7 Water Services

3.2.8 Drinking Troughs

3.2.9 Land Drains

3.2.10 Sewers/Septic Tanks/ Percolation 

Areas

3.2.11 Trees

3.2.12 Ducting

3.2.13 Signage

3.2.14 Construction Stage

3.2.15 Post Construction

3.2.16 Greenway Maintenance

3.2.17 Future Farm Expansion

3.2

ACCOMMODATION WORKS 

(cont.)
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THANK YOU

Michael Kelly

Westmeath National Roads Office

mkelly@wccprojectoffice.ie

044 93 34250

087 9194723

mailto:mkelly@wccprojectoffice.ie
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3.3.1 

General Provisions

• Use state owned lands.

• Minimise impact on private lands.

• Invitation to VLAA up to 12 months before 

application to ABP.

• The VLAA will be completed when 

planning is approved and funding is 

available.

3.3

LAND ACQUISITION
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3.3.1 

General Provisions

While all lands will be included in the CPO 

schedule, the exercise of such powers will 

only be as a last resort for instance where:

1. VLAA cannot be reached between the 

parties following a comprehensive 

negotiations process.

2. An economically feasible alternative route 

that meets the scheme objectives does not 

exist.

3. Legal title issues such as proof of 

ownership, unregistered land; ward of 

court; competing claims, etc.

3.3

LAND ACQUISITION
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3.3.1 

General Provisions

The project promoter will not exercise the 

CPO (i.e. issue a Notice to Treat) on any 

landowner who has a signed VLAA in place,  

has evidence of good title, and the lands have 

been transferred to the acquiring body within 

18 months of the CPO becoming operative.

For cases not settled before the CPO 

becomes operative a further 12-month period 

will be facilitated for voluntary negotiations.  

Where cases remain outstanding following 12 

months a Notice to Treat will be served and 

negotiations can continue.

3.3

LAND ACQUISITION
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3.3.4

Greenway Sustainability Payments

• An early sign-on payment will be paid once 

a VLAA has been signed and landowner’s 

solicitor has provided satisfactory evidence 

of good title.

• A co-operation payment will be made on 

completion of Scheme works when the 

Greenway  opens. 

• Co-operation payment and early sign on 

payment will be over and above the 

negotiated land acquisition / compensation 

payment. 

3.3

LAND ACQUISITION
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3.3

LAND ACQUISITION



3.3

LAND ACQUISITION
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3.3

LAND ACQUISITION
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3.3

LAND ACQUISITION
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3.3.5.1 

Voluntary Land Acquisition –

Mediation Process

• In the absence of a VLAA, the 

landowner or project promoter can apply

to have the case listed for mediation 

where: VLAA invitation was initiated/ 

Claim was lodged/ Offer made/ 

negotiations are exhausted.

• The Mediation Process can be availed of  

in advance of the oral hearing being 

convened.

• The CIArb appoint the Mediator

3.3.5 

CONCILIATION

PROCESSES

31
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3.3.5.2 

Independent 3rd Party Assessment

Once planning consent is in place, and the 

Compulsory Purchase Order has been 

confirmed and in the absence of a monetary 

agreement, either party may then apply for 

an independent assessment.  

The nominated Assessor (CIArb) will request 

brief statements from both parties and apply 

case management principles.

Either party shall have the right to avail 

of the statutory arbitration process as 

provided for under legislation.  

3.3.5 

CONCILIATION

PROCESSES
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Appendix 1: 
Code of Practice for the Prevention of the 

Spread of Animal Disease.

Appendix 2: 
Compensation rates for Site Investigation and 

Archaeological testing.

Appendix 3: 
Form of Voluntary Land Acquisition 

Agreement for National and Regional 

Greenways.

APENDICES
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Department of Transport

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/6b6a0-code-of-best-

practice-for-national-and-regional-greenways/

Transport Infrastructure Ireland

Béarla

https://www.tii.ie/news/press-releases/code-best-practice-

greenways/

As Gaeilge

https://www.tii.ie/news/press-releases/code-best-practice-

greenways/?set-lang=ga

Link to Code and GSP

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/6b6a0-code-of-best-practice-for-national-and-regional-greenways/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/6b6a0-code-of-best-practice-for-national-and-regional-greenways/
https://www.tii.ie/news/press-releases/code-best-practice-greenways/
https://www.tii.ie/news/press-releases/code-best-practice-greenways/?set-lang=ga
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THANK 

YOU

Michael Horan

Transport Infrastructure Ireland

Michael.horan@tii.ie

mailto:mkelly@wccprojectoffice.ie

