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Officially opened on 28th May 2010 by An Taoiseach, Mr. Brian Cowen, T.D.

in the presence of

Mr. Peter Malone, Chairman, National Roads Authority and Mr. James Daly, MCC, Cathaoirleach, Laois County Council

This project has been funded by the Irish Government under the National Development Plan and Transport 21 and by the European Union from the Trans-European Transport (TEN-T)
Networks budget. This project has also been delivered through the National Roads Authority’s PPP mechanism.
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Message from An Taoiseach,
Mr. Brian Cowen, TD

The opening of the M7/M8 Portlaoise to Cullahill/Castletown
(PPP) Motorway Scheme completes the major interurban route
(MIU) from Dublin to the country’s second biggest hub, Cork, and
will be the third MIU completed. This will result in more reliable
road transport and significantly reduced journey times by up to 45
minutes at peak times. This new section of motorway will also be a
further step towards the completion of the M7 Dublin to Limerick
major interurban corridor.

Improving road infrastructure between and within regions will
contribute towards the competitiveness of the area and foster more
balanced regional development. In particular, the resulting safer

and improved journey times will have a very positive impact on the
economy by making the Midlands, South West and Midwest more accessible and attractive for

inward foreign investment.

| congratulate all those involved in designing, building and finishing this motorway.

| wish all those who use this motorway a safe journey and | ask them to drive carefully and with

respect for other road users.

The M7/M8 Portlaoise to Cullahill /
Castletown PPP Motorway Scheme is part of
the National Roads Authority’s Public Private
Partnership (PPP) Programme. The delivery
of this scheme marks a major milestone of
the National Development Plan (NDP) 2000
—2006 and 2007 — 2013.

Laois County Council commenced planning
on the scheme in 2000 and the M7/M8
Environmental Impact Statement was
published in December 2003. Following an
Oral Hearing in April 2003, An Bord Pleanala

approved the current scheme in October 2004.
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The National Roads Authority, under their
Public Private Partnership Programme,
working with Laois County Council, granted
the concession contract to Celtic Roads Group
(CRG) Portlaoise Ltd to design, build, finance,
operate and maintain the M7/M8 Portlaoise to
Cullahill / Castletown PPP Motorway Scheme.
CRG comprises BAM PPP, Iridium and NTR plc.

The capital investment is €491 million,
comprising both private sector and Exchequer
funding. The preliminary design was part
funded by the European Union from Trans-
European Transport (TEN-T) Networks budget.



M7/M8 Welcome

Peter Malone, Chairman, National
Roads Authority

The completion of the M7/M8 Portlacise
to Cullahill/Castletown heralds another
major achievement for Ireland. The NRA,
the Irish Government, local authorities
and the construction community have
delivered another major national milestone by connecting
Cork to Dublin via motorway. This opening removes
historical bottlenecks and improves road safety on both
the Dublin to Limerick route and Dublin to Cork route.
Additionally, this completion links two significant centres
of commerce and tourism together via motorway that will
assist in fostering economic growth for small and large
businesses looking to support employment into the future.

James Daly, MCC, Cathaoirleach, Laois
County Council

It gives me great pleasure to welcome
the opening of the M7/M8 Motorway.
The opening of 41km of motorway is a
vital link in the development of a high
quality road network throughout Co
Laois, connecting Co Laois to Dublin, the Midwest, the
South and the North through a high quality reliable road
transport corridor which will pave the way for increased
economic growth and prosperity. The motorway will
greatly benefit the local communities and in particular
make Abbeyleix, Durrow, Cullahill, Mountrath, Castletown
and Borris-in-Ossory less congested, more accessible and
safer for pedestrians and motorists. It will also enhance
the environment for these towns. | congratulate all those
involved in providing this project, especially the many local

people who contributed to the construction and completion.

Commissioner Siim Kallas, FU
Commissioner for Transport and Vice
President of the European Commission

| welcome the opening of the Portlaoise
to Cullahill/Castletown scheme

which completes the Dublin-Cork M8
motorway and achieves one more vital
step towards completion of the Dublin to Limerick M7
motorway. This stretch of road will relieve some of the
notorious congestion experienced in the past on both
routes. Furthermore the scheme will improve safety and
promote economic growth in the region as a whole. The
European Commission is pleased to have part-financed the
planning and design of this important project through the
Trans-European Transport (TEN- T) Networks budget.

Peter Carey, County Manager, Laois
County Council

The early completion of this essential
motorway project will greatly benefit
local communities and will provide

a key element in the national road
infrastructure. The strategic location

of County Laois and the opening of this major matorway
provides the basis for new economic opportunities. In
addition to our close proximity to Dublin, the shorter
journey times to Cork and Limerick will enhance business
and tourism and will promote Laois as a location for
industrial, manufacturing and technological business
expansion. | congratulate all involved in the completion
of the project and | thank the many local residents and
landowners for their co-operation throughout the planning,
design and construction stages.

Lorcan Wood, General Manager, Celtic
Roads Group
The M7/MB8 Contract was awarded in
June 2007 and is being opened four
months ahead of schedule. CRG is very
pleased to open the motorway early and
. | compliment all of the team that worked
on the design, construction and finishing to ensure the
early availability of this important piece of infrastructure.
The funding of this project is supported by European
Investment Bank and commercial banks including Bank of
Ireland, Société Générale and ING bank.

It is anticipated that over 15,000 vehicles will use the
M7/M8 motorway daily from opening. CRG will have up to
50 personnel engaged to manage the contract and maintain
the motorway to the highest standards and we will do our
utmost to ensure a safe and pleasant driving experience for
all who use this motorway.



The final link in the
M8 Motorway

from Dublin to Cork

Benefits of the M7/M8 Portlaoise to Cullahill /
Castletown PPP Motorway Scheme

m As the final section of the Dublin to Cork
Major Interurban Corridor (MIU), it will
result in safer, faster and more reliable
journey times;

B Itincludes a section in the Dublin
to Limerick Major Interurban (MIU)
Corridor, facilitating safer, faster
and more reliable journeys between
both cities;

m Connects the midlands, south and mid-
west to Dublin, the east and the north
through a high quality reliable road
transport corridor;
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Improves internal road transport
infrastructure between and within regions;

Contributes towards competitiveness
of the midlands, mid-west and south
and paves the way for increased
economic growth and prosperity;

Removes congestion and improves
safety and the environment in the towns
of Abbeyleix, Durrow, Cullahill, Mountrath,
Castletown and Borris-in-Ossory;
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Contributes towards the Government’s
Road Safety Strategy.
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The Route The sc.he'me runs frgm the western end of
the existing Portlaoise Bypass and initially
The 41km M7/M8 Portlaoise to Cullahill / travels in a south-westerly direction. The
Castletown PPP Motorway Scheme completes scheme’s toll plaza is located at Fatharnagh,
~. 1 the M8 motorway link from Dublin to Cork Portlaoise approximately 4km along the
bypassing Abbeyleix, Durrow and Cullahill. route. After travelling for 17km along the
Furthermore, it includes a significant section scheme and crossing the environmentally
sy of the M7 motorway link between Dublin and sensitive River Nore, the M7/M8 motorway to
| Limerick, bypassing the towns of Mountrath, motorway interchange at Aghaboe takes the
| Castletown and Borris-in-Ossory. It is road in two separate directions; the 10km M7
| anticipated that the remaining two sections of section continues to the west towards Borris-
| the M7 towards Limerick will be completed by in-Ossory and ultimately Limerick, while the
| the end of this year. M8 proceeds 14km to the south to tie into the
existing M8 to Cork, just south of Cullahill.
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PPP Project

The M7/MS8 Portlaoise to Cullahill / Castletown
Motorway Scheme is a PPP Project. Following
a rigorous procurement process, the National
Roads Authority appointed Celtic Roads Group
(CRG) Portlaoise Ltd as the PPP company. The
concession period is 30 years, ending 2037.

Up to 50 staff will be employed through CRG
in the ongoing operation and maintenance

of the M7/M8 project road and will be

based at its premises at Fatharnagh, outside
Portlaoise. Midlink Ltd will provide operations
and maintenance support to CRG.

Design & Construction

CRG commissioned Roughan & O’Donovan
and Faber Maunsell as consulting engineers
to undertake detailed design for the
motorway.

A joint venture construction company was
formed by BAM Civil and Dragados SA.

The Portlaoise Joint Venture employed
approximately 500 people at the height of the
construction works.

Arup Consulting Engineers are the NRA’s
technical advisors and headed up the NRA’s
representatives on site.

National
Toll

Al

Features of the scheme
41 km of dual carriageway roads

3km of single carriageway link roads
Approx 15km of side roads

41 road bridges

5 rail bridges

1 roundabout on existing N7 at Borris-in-
Ossory

B 3 grade separated junctions on each leg
of the scheme near Portlaoise (Clonkeen),
Borris-in-Ossory (R435) and Rathdowney

(R433)

m Motorway to Motorway Interchange at
Aghaboe

m 8 River crossings across the Gully, Nore,
Cappanacloghy, Goul, Mill and Erkina

m More than 120 culverts and mammal
passes

m Total Length of Fencing  91km

Earthworks Material Totals
Cut Areas 2.1 million m3

Fill Required 3.3 million m3
Fill Sourced on Site 1.8 million m3
Fill Imported 1.5 million m3
m Structural Concrete 60,000 M3
m Steel Reinforcement 7,290 tonnes

m Pavement
By Weight
Sub-Base & Base
Surface Course

480,000 tonnes
430,000 tonnes

By Area

M7/M8 Mainline 942,000 M?
Side Roads 122,000 M?
Farm Access Tracks 105,000 m?

Operation & Maintenance

Following opening, CRG’s operating contractor
will be Midlink Ltd. Midlink will employ 42
people in the operation and maintenance

of the M7 /M8 at its facility at Fatharnagh
adjacent to the Toll Plaza outside Portlaoise.
Typical O&M activities include grass cutting,
public lighting & drainage inspections as

well as structural & pavement maintenance
together with gritting operations during the
winter months.

www.transport21.ie | Tolling information: www.tagcompare.ie, www.midlink.ie
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