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N4 SLIGO INNER RELIEF ROAD
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archaeological
DISCOVERIES
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background
Between 2000 and 2003, archaeological testing and excavations were carried out by Mary Henry Archaeological Services
Ltd and Archaeological Consultancy Services (ACS Ltd), in advance of construction of the 4.5 km N4 Sligo Inner Relief
Road on behalf of National Roads Authority, Sligo County Council and Sligo Borough Council.
Most of the 30 sites excavated, with the exception of an early medieval ringfort, were prehistoric in origin, predominantly Neolithic and Bronze Age in
date. Of these, a single site can be clearly interpreted as settlement-three Bronze Age round houses in the townland of Caltragh, though a probable Iron
Age hut was identified at Magheraboy. Spreads of burnt mound material and fulachta fiadh/burnt mounds account for 17 of the sites excavated, while a
causewayed enclosure, a ceremonial enclosure, a drystone-walled enclosure, six cremations, a possible megalithic tomb and two clusters of Late Neolithic
pits accounted for the remainder.
Aerial view of test trenching and henge at Tonafortes. (Photo: Markus Casey)
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Selection of quartz from the causewayed enclosure at Magheraboy.
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Reconstruction drawing of the causewayed enclosure at Magheraboy.
(Drawing: John Murphy)
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Aerial view of Neolithic causewayed enclosure and medieval ringfort excavated at Magheraboy. (Photo: ACS Ltd)
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